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AS THE TWENTIETH CENTURY ROARS TO LIFE,
EVERYONE HAS A DREAM,

SO EVERYONE HAS A FIGHT

From the hardscrabble immigrant neighborhoods of St. Paul’s Frogtown to the bright lights of

boxing’s Golden Age, Irish-American brothers Mike “The St. Paul Phantom” Gibbons and his

younger brother Tommy rise from poverty and prejudice to become the legendary “Shining

Knights of the Ring.” Mentored by their priest, a local firefighter, a whipsmart sportswriter, and

pioneering Black champions (like Jack Johnson, Joe Gans, and Sam Langford) and guided by

unbreakable faith, family, and grit, the brothers perfect a dazzling “scientific” style of boxing that

mesmerizes a rapidly changing America. 

Yet fame demands a heavy price. Mike is torn between his father’s rebel past, his mother’s Catholic

devotion, and a determined suffragist who challenges him to leave the ring behind. The Gibbons

brothers’ odyssey thrusts them into a world in upheaval—from famine-weary Ireland to

earthquake-shattered San Francisco, the immaculate shores of Havana to the hallowed halls of

Madison Square Garden, the battlefields of World War I, where Mike’s innovative boxing-and-

bayonets strategy is taught to 3-million doughboys, and through the devastation of the 1918

influenza pandemic. In the war’s aftermath, Mike returns to the ring for one final shot at

redemption against a dangerous protégé. 

On their heroic journey, Mike and Tommy collide with a who’s-who of the era, including Harry

Houdini, Theodore Roosevelt, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Nellie Bly, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, and

the Golden Pens of sportswriting, like Grantland Rice, George A. Barton, and Damon

Runyon. All the while, the brothers battle their way through a chaotic world exploding into

modernity—outlaw prizefighting, racial tensions, women’s suffrage, and the birth of radio, cinema,

and jazz. 

Drawing on never-before-seen family archives and thousands of historical sources, award-winning

filmmaker and direct descendant Dr. Gerard Gibbons delivers a richly illustrated work of narrative

nonfiction. The first volume in the Fight for Glory Literary Trilogy is an epic of brotherhood,

resilience, and the American Dream.

THE ST. PAUL PHANTOM
The Gibbons Brothers’ Fight for Glory, Volume I

DR. GERARD GIBBONS

Descendant & Historian

PERFECT FOR READERS OF SEABISCUIT, CINDERELLA MAN,
AND THE BOYS IN THE BOAT

“AN ELECTRIFYING & INSPIRING RENDITION
OF THE AMERICAN DREAM.”
—THE US REVIEW OF BOOKS

“AN EPIC AMERICAN ODYSSEY...
UNFORGETTABLE CHARACTERS, EPIC SLUGFESTS,

AND FASCINATING HISTORICAL CAMEOS.”
—SELF-PUBLISHING REVIEW
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